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Overview



STELLAR: Strategies for 

English Language 

Learning and Reading

A Parents’ Guide to

A new English Language Curriculum for Primary Schools in Singapore
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The STELLAR Vision

▪ Children who 

love reading and

▪ Have a strong 

foundation in the 

English Language
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How a STELLAR lesson looks like…

1.Shared Reading 
Experiences

2. Shared Writing 
Experiences

3. Language Use Activities in 

Learning Centres

Children read a storybook with 
their teacher and engage in 
discussions with their teacher 

and peers.

The teacher prepares mini lessons based 
on specific needs of children to prepare 

them for reading & writing activities;
e.g. grammar, vocabulary, word 

recognition, decoding skills, spelling etc.

The teacher models writing 
using children’s language. 
Children engage in writing 

together and 
independently.



Examples of STELLAR Titles

Fiction texts
Non-Fiction texts

Local context 
text



STELLAR 2.0 focuses on developing the 

following areas of language learning:

• Listening & Viewing

• Reading & Viewing

• Speaking & Representing

• Writing & Representing

• Grammar 

• Vocabulary

English Language Syllabus 2020



English Language Syllabus 2020



Show and Tell Class and Group 

Discussions

Speaking at P2 



Using Talk Moves to build communication skills

Pupils use CHAT sticks
to learn conversation
etiquette.

E.g. Turn taking, 
agreeing/disagreeing 
politely, adding on 
respectfully, etc.  

Speaking at P2 



READ period – Genre Based Curriculum
Pupils learn about a new genre each month during the READ period.

They also complete reader response activities each month. 

Reading Programmes at P2 

Genre-based lesson on Biography 



Writing at P2
• Comprehensive Writing Packages with a focus 

on Pre-writing strategies such as Five Senses



Holistic Assessment at P2

Speaking Reading Writing Listening

• Speak clearly to 
express their 
thoughts, 
feelings and 
ideas.

• Build on others’ 
ideas in the 
conversations or 
discussions 
respectfully. 

• Understand Primary 2 
texts (e.g. STELLAR 
texts) and are able to 
identify the big ideas 
in the texts and recall 
sequence of main 
events

• Read aloud Primary 2 
texts (e.g. STELLAR 
texts) with accuracy, 
fluency and 
expression

• Apply basic spelling 
strategies using 
knowledge about 
phonic elements and 
spelling rules.

• Write short 
paragraphs to 
recount appropriately 
sequenced events, 
describe details, and 
use tenses and 
connectors 
accurately.

• Listen 
attentively and 
identify 
relevant 
information.



Home Support

Listening

Reading

Speaking

Writing

Vocabulary

Grammar



Home Support – Writing (Penmanship)



Start Journal Writing!

Examples of Journal Prompts

1. What was your favourite thing about your day? 

2. What is your favourite thing to do during the 

holidays?

3. Write about a funny or happy moment you shared 

with your friends today.

Home Support – Writing

Encourage your child to write down ideas, 

thoughts, feelings, or experiences in a 

journal every day. Provide a safe space for 

your child to express their thoughts.



Home Support – Speaking

Conversational 

“Catch” and Daily 

Conversations 

(Conversation 

Starters)

Show and Tell 

[5W1H as prompts 

and use of 

sentence starters]



Conversational “Catch”

Player 1 (Parent): Throws a ball while asking a 
question. “How’s school?”

Player 2 (Child): Catches and answers the 
question. But before throwing the ball back, 
he/she must ask another related question. 
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Home Support – Speaking



Encourage your child to be more comfortable in 

sharing his/her thoughts
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Daily Conversations

Home Support – Speaking



Select an item (e.g. your 
child’s favourite new 
toy) and prompt the child 
to talk about the item 
using the 5W1H questions

Home Support – Speaking

Show and Tell



Choosing a good book is important

Home Support – Reading

How can we 

choose the 

right book?



Platforms to get access to E-books:

Home Support – Reading



Home Support – Reading

Word Attack Strategies on YouTube Kids  



Home Support – Listening

YouTube Kids



Home Support – Vocabulary

Review the Word Study Lessons



Look Say Cover Write Check
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It is a multi-sensory approach that involves looking, 

speaking and the kinesthetic activities of covering 

and writing.

When learning vocabulary using the method, it 

involves:

· Look at the written word

· Say it out loud

· Cover it with the hand

· Write it in the next column

· Check to see that you have remembered it

correctly

Home Support – Vocabulary



Thank you ☺
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