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STELLAR: Strategies for 

English Language 
Learning and Reading

A Parents’ Guide to

A new English Language Curriculum for Primary Schools in Singapore
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The STELLAR Vision

▪ Children who 

   love reading and

 

▪ Have a strong 

foundation in the 

English Language
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Examples of STELLAR Titles at P3

Big Books Stellar Readers 
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STELLAR 2.0 states the following areas of 
language learning for the development of 
literacy: 

•       Listening & viewing

•   Reading & viewing

•   Speaking & representing

•   Writing & representing

• Grammar 

• Vocabulary

English Language Syllabus 2020
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English Language Syllabus 2020
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End-of-Year Examination Format
Component Content No. of qns Duration Weight.

Paper 1 
(Writing)

Guided writing with 
picture prompts and 
helping words

1 50 min 20%

Paper 2
(Language 
Use & 
Comprehension)

• Vocabulary MCQ
Grammar MCQ
Grammar Cloze
Spelling Punctuation & 

Grammar
Sentence Manipulation
Comprehension Cloze
Comprehension OE

6
8
8
3
4
5
Up to 16

1h 15 min 50%
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End-of-Year Examination Format
Component Content No. of 

qns

Duration Weight.

Paper 3 
(Listening)

Picture-matching 
and 
Note-taking

14 25 min 14%

Paper 4
(Oral 

Communication)

Reading Aloud,
Stimulus-based 
Conversation

1 passage

1 stimulus
~10 min 16%

Total 100%
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Aims: 

1. Encourage curiosity and a love to learn and 
explore new ideas

2. Widen pupils’ general knowledge

3. Develop critical thinking and evaluative skills

4. Express opinions on issues confidently and 
persuasively 

Key Programme: 
READ & Current Affairs @YHPS
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Key Programme: 
READ & Current Affairs @YHPS

- Integrated seamlessly into the EL curriculum

- READ Period is held ONCE a week 

- Genre-based lessons

- Current Affairs 

- Library visits  
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Key Programme – 
READ & Current Affairs @ YHPS

Elements of Thought used as a 
framework to guide students 

to think and analyse 
contemporary issues critically. 

Students learn to take a 
stand and substantiate 

their responses with 

well-thought-out 
reasons and examples. 
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Writing @ P3

Comprehensive writing packages 

Pre-writing → Writing (Class → Group → Individual) 

→ Peer Conferencing / Self-check → Revising & 

Editing
Pre-writing Mini Lessons
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Theme: How you helped an 

injured child

Writing @ P3

Theme:

“helped an injured child"

What does helping an injured child mean?

What does it 
mean to help?

What does it mean if a 
child is injured?

Can I write a story 
about a lost child? 
Would that be the 

same thing?
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Theme: How you helped an 

injured child

Writing @ P3

Point of View:

“you”

Which perspective must we use in the 

story? 1st or 3rd?

Characters:

"you" and "injured child"

There are two main characters in the 

story and both  play an important role in 
the story.
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Writing @ P3
Thematic vocabulary words and phrases 

(e.g. Word Splash related to the theme/topic)



Yuhua Primary School  Growing our Hearts and Minds 

5-Part Story Mountain for planning

Writing @ P3
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Writing checklist for peer-conferencing or self-check

Writing @ P3



Yuhua Primary School  Growing our Hearts and Minds 

Speaking/Oracy @ P3

Share their opinions 

Make text 
connections
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Oral @ P3

Reading Aloud Stimulus-Based conversation (SBC)
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• Identify the main theme using 

keywords and pictures

• Predict the 3 questions using:

Strategies for SBC

C Choice

E Experience

O Opinion
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Use R.A.S.E to answer questions 

Strategies for SBC (cont’d)

Would you be interested to attend this party? 
Why/Why not?

Response Yes, I would be interested to attend this party. 

Apply to 
self

Personally, I’ve always enjoyed attending parties 
as they are really fun. Furthermore, this event is 
on a Saturday and I have always wanted to go to 
Joyful indoor playground. 

Story I recall celebrating my 8th birthday at the park 
near my house. My family and I cycled to the 
park and had a picnic there. It was such a fun 
afternoon and that memory has been etched in 
my mind.

Ending Birthday celebrations always bring such joy to 
both the guests and the birthday boy or girl. 
Thus, I would be really interested to attend this 
party.
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Home Support

Listening

Reading

Speaking
Writing

Vocabulary

Grammar 
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- Visit the library

- Use the 5-finger 

rule to choose a 

book

Home Support – Reading
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Home Support – Vocabulary & Grammar

Make learning of English fun by incorporating 
fun games.
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https://storylineonline.net/

Online stories and read aloud 

Home Support – Reading 
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Application/ Web-based -  Libby (NLB)

Home Support – Reading



Yuhua Primary School  Growing our Hearts and Minds 

DiscoveReads

http://www.nlb.gov.sg/discovereads/

Home Support – Reading 
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Home Support – Listening

YouTube Kids
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Home Support –Writing 

1. Get a brilliant book for them to write in.

2. Keep it fun - if he/she wants to 

    draw instead of write, that’s okay! 

3. Don’t correct mistakes.

4. Do it daily!

5. Reply with a journal entry! 

Shared Journaling
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Home Support – Speaking

Conversations about Current Affairs

Keep it light-hearted 
Encourage your child to ask questions
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Home Support –  Speaking 

Daily Conversations

a) Ask open-ended questions that require your child to pause, 
think and reflect.
b) They begin in some of the following ways: why, how, describe, 
tell me about, what do you think about…etc



Yuhua Primary School  Growing our Hearts and Minds 

THANK YOU ☺
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